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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 103:8-14 

Pastor: The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love. 

People: He will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger forever. 

Pastor: He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 

People: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His steadfast 
love toward those who fear Him; 

Pastor: as far as the east is from the west, so far does He remove our transgressions 
from us. 

People: As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows 
compassion to those who fear Him. 

Pastor: For He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust. 
 
OPENING HYMN:   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  (Lutheran Service Book,   
          #790 sts. 1, 3-5) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear 
Now to His temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 
 

Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 



What need or grief 
Ever has failed of relief? 

Wings of His mercy did shade you. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do 

As with His love He befriends you. 
  

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again; 

Gladly forever adore Him! 
Text: Public domain 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: In the appointed Psalm for the day, the psalmist writes, “The LORD is merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”  

People: He forgives all my iniquity, He heals all my diseases, He redeems my life 
from the pit, He crowns me with steadfast love and mercy. 

Pastor: Since God abounds in love, we know that even though we are sinners, we can 
come to God asking for forgiveness. Let us now then take a moment in silence 
to examine our lives and admit that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed against God, our neighbors, and even ourselves. 

(Silence for meditation) 

Pastor: O most merciful God, 
People: since You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on 

us, and for His sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit, increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Without a gracious God, we would surely be without hope. But it is my 
privilege today to announce to you God’s infinite love and mercy, and that 
all of your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 



People: Amen. 

Pastor: The psalmist declares, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does He 
remove our transgressions from us.” Therefore, let us now live in the love 
God has shown us, worshiping Him with praise and thanksgiving. 

People: I love the Lord, for He heard my voice; He heard my cry for mercy. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the 

devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of persecution, and 
grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 50:15–21 

 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that 
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a 
message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to 
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did 
evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not 
fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 
So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and 
spoke kindly to them. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   Romans 14:1–12 

 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 
One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 
Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains 
pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass 



judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we 
live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, 
 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter: 

People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 18:21–35 

  Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven 
times, but seventy times seven. 

 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed 
him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the 
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 
him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 



with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 
pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then 
his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, 
until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to every one of you, 
if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.   
 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 



HYMN:   “O Bless the Lord, My Soul” (LSB, #814 sts. 1-4) 

O bless the Lord, my soul! 
Let all within me join 

And aid my tongue to bless His name 
Whose favors are= divine. 

 

O bless the Lord, my soul, 
Nor let His mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die! 

 

’Tis He forgives thy sins; 
’Tis He relieves thy pain; 

’Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
And makes thee young again. 

 

He crowns thy life with love 
When ransomed from the grave; 

He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 

Text: Public domain 

SERMON:   “Precious Gospel”  (Psalm 103:10-12) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” (LSB, #606 sts. 1, 3) 

I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God; 

He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursèd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 

To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious 



Till not a spot remains. 
 

I rest my soul on Jesus, 
This weary soul of mine; 

His right hand me embraces; 
I on His breast recline. 

I love the name of Jesus, 
Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 

Like fragrance on the breezes 
His name abroad is poured. 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord, O My Soul)”  by J Myrin and M Redman 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul!  I'll worship Your holy name. 

 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning,  
It's time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me, 
Let me be singing when the evening comes. 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul!  I'll worship Your holy name. 

 

 



You're rich in love and You're slow to anger, 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing, 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul!  I'll worship Your holy name. 

 

And on that day when my strength is failing, 
The end draws near and my time has come. 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending, 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore. 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul, worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul!  I'll worship Your holy name. 
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DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
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with 
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