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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:  (Psalm 5) 

Pastor: Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my groaning. 
People: Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God,  

for to You do I pray. 

Pastor: O Lord, in the morning You hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice 
for You and watch. 

People: For You are not a God who delights in wickedness;  
evil may not dwell with You. 

Pastor: But I, through the abundance of Your steadfast love, will enter Your house. 
People: I will bow down toward Your holy temple in the fear of You. 

Pastor: Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my enemies; 
People: make Your way straight before me. 

Pastor: But let all who take refuge in You rejoice; let them ever sing for joy. 
People: For You bless the righteous, O Lord; 

Pastor: Your cover them with favor as with a shield. 
People: Have mercy on us, O God. 

Pastor: God has indeed heard your cry for mercy and eager to forgive. As a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, it is my privilege and duty this morning to 
announce to you that all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 



OPENING HYMN:   “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful”  (Lutheran Service Book, #554, sts. 1-2, 4-5) 

O Jesus, King most wonderful! 
O Conqueror renowned! 

O Source of peace ineffable, 
In whom all joys are found: 

 

When once You visit darkened hearts, 
Then truth begins to shine, 

Then earthly vanity departs, 
Then kindles love divine. 

 

May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 
Forever You adore, 

And, seeking You, itself inflame 
To seek You more and more! 

 

Oh, may our tongues forever bless, 
May we love You alone 

And ever in our lives express 
The image of Your own! 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: O God, who by grace has made us righteous for the sake of Your dear Son 

Jesus, grant us ears to hear, mouths to speak, legs to walk, and a will to do 
those things which are Your ways. Teach us to be not only hearers of Your 
Word, but doers as well, through Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul 
of the son is Mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 

 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is My 
way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? When a righteous person turns away 
from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has 
done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he considered 
and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; 
he shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house 
of Israel, are My ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 



 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be 
your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   Philippians 2:1–18 

 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, 
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice 
with me. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 



Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 21:23–32 

  When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these 
things, and who gave You this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 
And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of 
the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 

 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he 
changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he 
answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.   



 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 

HYMN:   “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” (LSB, #589) 

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, 
Let Your Word to me come near; 
Newborn life and spirit give me, 
Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 
Wars against Your Word of life; 

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 
That I cling to You forever! 

 

Oh, what blessing to be near You 
And to listen to Your voice; 

Let me ever love and hear You, 
Let Your Word be now my choice! 

Many hardened sinners, Lord, 
Flee in terror at Your Word; 

But to all who feel sin’s burden 
You give words of peace and pardon. 

 

Lord, Your words are waters living 
When my thirsting spirit pleads. 

Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; 
On Your words my spirit feeds. 

Lord, Your words will be my light 
Through death’s cold and dreary night; 

Yes, they are my sword prevailing 
And my cup of joy unfailing! 

 

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; 
Let Your words in me take root. 
May Your Spirit e’er be near me 

That I bear abundant fruit. 
May I daily sing Your praise, 

From my heart glad anthems raise, 
Till my highest praise is given 
In the endless joy of heaven. 

Text: Public domain 



SERMON:   “Do All Things … Holding Fast to the Word of Life”  (Philippians 2:14-16a) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Glory” -played by Faith’s Bell Choir              (arranged by Linda Boice) 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us  
to pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

  



CLOSING HYMN:   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”   (LSB, #549 sts. 1, 5-7) 

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 
The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 
And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

Text: Public domain 

DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
 
 

† † † 
Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

 
  



 
In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 

Proclaimer  –  Rev. Walt Pohland 
Liturgist  –  Rev. Bill Crowe 
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11:00 Reader – Denise Barnes 
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Adam Perez and Austin Angerman 
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Organist (Online): Adam Perez 
Organist (9:30 & 11:00): Leland Frese 

 Children’s Chapel: 
DCE Jonathan Loesch, DCE Austin Angerman 


