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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION:   (Psalm 86: 1, 2b-3, 4, 6-8, 11) 

Pastor: Hear me, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 
People: You are my God. Be gracious to me,  

Pastor: O Lord, for to You do I cry all the day. 
Pastor: Gladden the soul of Your servant, for to You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

Pastor: Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
People: Listen to my plea for grace. 

Pastor: In the day of my trouble I call upon You, for You answer me. 
People: There is none like You among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works 

like Yours. 

Pastor: Teach me Your way, O LORD, that I may walk in Your truth; 
People: Unite my heart to fear Your name. 

Pastor: God has indeed heard your cry for mercy and is ready to forgive all who 
repent from their sinful ways. He is merciful and has promised “to wipe away 
tears from all faces, and to take away from all the earth the reproach of His 
people” (Isaiah 25:8b). As a called and ordained servant of the Word, it is my 
privilege this day to announce to you that all your sins are forgiven in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

Pastor: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 
People: This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His 

salvation.” (Isaiah 25:9b) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us 

not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  (Lutheran Service Book, #702 sts. 1-3) 

My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day 

Be wholly Thine! 
 

May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart; 

My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, 
A living fire! 

 

While life’s dark maze I tread 
And griefs around me spread, 

Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 

Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 

From Thee aside. 
Text: Public domain 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Isaiah 25:6–9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 



 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
And He will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of His people He will take away from all the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for Him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   Philippians 4:4–13 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 

 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I 
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, 
I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all 
things through Him who strengthens me. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 



Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 22:1–14 

  Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent 
other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 
The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited 
were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as 
many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom 
they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.   
 



And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 

HYMN:   “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” (LSB, #435) 

Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 
Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain 
Flows for you, for me, for all, 

In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 

 

Come in poverty and meanness, 
Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, 
From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

Come in sorrow and contrition, 
Wounded, impotent, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 

Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 

They that drink shall thirst no more. 
 

They that drink shall live forever; 
’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 



God is faithful; God will never 
Break His covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 

Text: Public domain 

SERMON:   “A Picnic in A Cemetery.”  (Isaiah 25:6-9) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “What Wondrous Love Is This” (LSB, #543, sts. 1, 4) 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

And when from death I’m free, 
I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 



Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “I Know My Redeemer Lives”  (LSB, #461 sts. 1, 5, 7) 

I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 

 

He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

Text: Public domain 

DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
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