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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 70:1, 5b; antiphon: v. 4 

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 
 O Lord, make haste to help me! 
People: May all who seek You 
 rejoice and be glad in You! 

Pastor: May those who love Your salvation 
 say evermore, “God is great!” 
People: But I am poor and needy; 
 hasten to me, O God! 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name.  Amen. 



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

WORD OF ASSURANCE:   Psalm 70:5b; antiphon: v. 4 

Pastor: You are my help and my deliverer; 
 O Lord, do not delay! 
People: May all who seek You 
 rejoice and be glad in You! 

All: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the 

Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter 
into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN:   “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  (Lutheran Service Book, #802) 

Immortal, invisible, 
God only wise, 

In light inaccessible 
hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, 
the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, 

Thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, 
and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, 
Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains 
high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains 
of goodness and love. 

 

 
 

  



To all life Thou givest— 
to both great and small— 

In all life Thou livest, 
the true Life of all; 

We blossom and flourish 
as leaves on the tree 

And wither and perish— 
but naught changes Thee. 

 

Great Father of glory, 
pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, 
all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: 
O help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor 
of light that hides Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Amos 5:18–24 

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! 
 Why would you have the day of the Lord? 
It is darkness, and not light, 
 as if a man fled from a lion, 
 and a bear met him, 
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
 and a serpent bit him. 
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, 
 and gloom with no brightness in it? 
“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
 and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer Me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
 I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
 I will not look upon them. 
Take away from Me the noise of your songs; 
 to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 
 and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

  



EPISTLE READING:   1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have 
fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 25:1–13 

  [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For 
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, 
‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for 
yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed 



CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.   
 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 
 

HYMN:   “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” (LSB, #722) 
 

Lord, take my hand and lead me 
Upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me 
From day to day. 

Without Your grace and favor 
I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, 
And lead the way. 

 

Lord, when the tempest rages, 
I need not fear, 

For You, the Rock of Ages, 
Are always near. 

Close by Your side abiding, 
I fear no foe, 

For when Your hand is guiding, 
In peace I go. 

 

-continued- 
  



Lord, when the shadows lengthen 
And night has come, 

I know that You will strengthen 
My steps toward home. 

Then nothing can impede me, 
O blessèd Friend; 

So take my hand and lead me 
Unto the end. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

SERMON:   “HELP, LORD! HURRY!”   

“Make haste, O God, to deliver me! 
 O Lord, make haste to help me!” 

(Psalm 70:1) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

BELL ANTHEM:   “The King Shall Come” (Arranged by Ruth Elaine Schram) 

Lorenz Publishing Company 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 



THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

Pastor: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (LSB, #686) 

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
I shall see Thy lovely face; 

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 

Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 

Me to realms of endless day. 
Text: Public domain 

 

  



DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
 

 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 

Proclaimer  –  Rev. John Selle 
Liturgist  –  Rev. Bill Crowe 

Musicians: 
Adam Perez and Austin Angerman 

Organist: Leland Frese 
and 

Faith Lutheran Bell Choir 
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Online Reader – Carol Hancock 

9:30 Reader –  Lynn Martin 
11:00 Reader –  Vicar John Cotner 

Children’s Chapel: 
DCE Jonathan Loesch, DCE Austin Angerman 

 


