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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 29:1-2 

Pastor:     Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
People:   Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; worship the LORD in the 

splendor of His holiness. 

Pastor:     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “With the Lord Begin Your Task”  (LSB, #869, verses 1, 3, and 4) 

With the Lord begin your task; 
Jesus will direct it. 

For His aid and counsel ask; 
Jesus will perfect it. 

Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, 
And when day is ended, 

In His name then close your eyes; 
Be to Him commended. 

 

With your Savior at your side, 
Foes need not alarm you; 
In His promises confide, 
And no ill can harm you. 

All your trust and hope repose 
In the mighty Master, 

Who in wisdom truly knows 



How to stem disaster. 
 

If your task be thus begun 
With the Savior’s blessing, 

Safely then your course will run, 
Toward the promise pressing. 
Good will follow ev’rywhere 

While you here must wander; 
You at last the joy will share 

In the mansions yonder. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor:         While we live and breathe in the here and now, beloved, God’s Spirit reminds 
us of the “mansions yonder” and calls us to conduct ourselves by faith, with 
an eye toward eternity.  Knowing that Jesus is beside us we need fear no foe 
nor tremble at any disaster.  

People:       Yet we are often alarmed and distracted.  We allow the news of the day to 
divert us from prayer and discipleship.  We yield to temptation and give in 
to our own appetites and fears.  Forgive us, loving Father!  Our sins are 
many but Your mercies are more.  Look upon us, covered in the blood of 
Jesus, and grant us Your favor for His sake.  Amen. 

Pastor:       Rejoice, my friends!  You are baptized into the death and resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Buried and raised with Him, you are now and forever 
children of God, set free from wickedness and empowered to live new lives.  
As a called and ordained servant of this gospel, and with the authority the 
risen Lord Jesus bestowed on His Church, I, therefore, forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

People:       Amen.     

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: For the waters of the baptismal font, we praise You, O God; for by them 

You have created us anew.  Work Your re-creative miracle in every heart  
until no one remains enslaved by sin but all believe in Jesus Your Son, 
through Whom we pray.    Amen. 



THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 1:1–5 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 

 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day. 

RESPONSORY:  Psalm 29:3-4 

Lector: The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD, 
over many waters. 

People:  The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

EPISTLE READING:   Romans 6:1–11 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no 
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who 
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were buried 
therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united 
with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was crucified with Him in 
order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 
enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. We know that Christ being raised 
from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. For the 
death He died He died to sin, once for all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

RESPONSORY:  Psalm 29:11 

Lector:   May the LORD give strength to his people! 
People:   May the LORD bless his people with peace! 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 



Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Mark 1:4–11 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 
ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes He Who is 
mightier than I, the strap of Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I 
have baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And when He came up out of the water, immediately He saw the heavens 
opening and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are My beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Apostles' Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 



HYMN:   “Thou Whose Almighty Word” (The Lutheran Hymnal, #508) 

Thou whose almighty word 
Chaos and darkness heard 

And took their flight, 
Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the Gospel day 
Sheds not its glorious ray, 

Let there be light! 
 

Thou who didst come to bring, 
On Thy redeeming wing, 

Healing and sight, 
Health to the sick in mind, 

Sight to the inly blind: 
Oh, now to all mankind 

Let there be light! 

 

Spirit of Truth and Love, 
Life-giving, holy Dove, 
Speed forth Thy flight; 

Move on the water's face, 
Bearing the lamp of grace, 

And in earth's darkest place 
Let there be light! 

 

Holy and blessed Three, 
Glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might! 
Boundless as ocean's tide, 

Rolling in fullest pride, 
Thro' the earth, far and wide, 

Let there be light! 
Amen. 

 Words: John Marriott (1780-1825), alt. 

Music: Moscow, Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New Hymnal, 1916, based on Hymns Ancient and 
Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 



SERMON:   “New Beginnings”  (Genesis 1:1-5) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy ” (LSB, # 590, verses 1 and 4) 

Baptized into Your name most holy, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 

Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
Your Spirit now shall live within. 

 

All that I am and love most dearly— 
Receive it all, O Lord, from me. 

Let me confess my faith sincerely; 
Help me Your faithful child to be! 

Let nothing that I am or own 
Serve any will but Yours alone. 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 



BENEDICTION: (Numbers 6:24-26) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”  (LSB, #405) 

To Jordan’s river came our Lord, 
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 

The Savior came to be baptized— 
The Son of God in flesh disguised— 
To stand beneath the Father’s will 

And all His righteousness fulfill. 
 

As Jesus in the Jordan stood 
And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, 
Descended on Him from above. 

 

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound 
Came God’s own voice with words profound: 

“This is My Son,” was His decree, 
“The one I love, who pleases Me.” 

 

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 



DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
 

 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 
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