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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Pastor: With these words, God called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
People: With these words, God called us into His family. 

Pastor: With these words, God calls us to live lives of discipleship. 
People: We praise You, O God, for Your great love, and for calling us to serve You.  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: Brother and sisters in Christ, God has called us into His family and has set us 
apart for discipleship. Yet, how often do we ignore the call to discipleship and 
instead seek out what we think is best, ignoring what really is best? So, let 
us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father, and seek His forgiveness. 

 Merciful Father, 
People: we come to you now confessing that we do not always listen to Your call 

to walk in Your ways, but that we all too often chose to ignore You and 
instead seek out our own path. While we may think we have chosen good 
things, in truth we have turned our backs on the great good that You have 
for us and for our neighbors. Forgive us, Father, we pray. 

Pastor: God is merciful! Because of His great love, He sent His Son, Jesus, to live under 
the law, to die in our place, and to rise again that we might have new life. In 
His name and at His command, I, as your pastor, announce to you the great 
grace of God that all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 



Pastor: Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in Me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going 
to the Father.” (John 14:12) 

People: Enable us for greater things in Your name, O Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and on 

earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace 
through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”  (LSB, #901, sts. 1-2, 4-5) 

Open now thy gates of beauty; 
Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 
Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessèd is this place, 
Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

Gracious God, I come before Thee; 
Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 
There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, O enter Thou; 
Let it be Thy temple now! 

 

Thou my faith increase and quicken; 
Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 
May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
As my guiding star through life, 

As my comfort in all strife. 
 

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 
Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 



While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
Here of life the fountain flows; 
Here is balm for all our woes. 

Text: Public domain 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   1 Samuel 3:1–10 

The young man Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. And the word of the 
Lord was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 

 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his own place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 

 Then the Lord called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 

 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed 
to him. 

 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the 
young man. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if He calls you, you shall 
say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   1 Corinthians 6:12–20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant 
for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the 
Lord and will also raise us up by His power. Do you not know that your bodies are 
members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members 
of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute 



becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But 
he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Flee from sexual immorality. 
Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person 
sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   John 1:43–51 

  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward Him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom 
there is no deceit!” Nathanael said to Him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael 
answered him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus 
answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.   
 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 

HYMN:   “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” (LSB, #827) 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 
 “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting— 
Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth; 

Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 

“Here am I, send me, send me”? 
 

Some take up His task in morning, 
To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of midday, 
Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting, 

Some are sent into the fields, 
There to gather in the bounty 



That God’s Word so richly yields. 
 

For as rain and snow from heaven 
Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower, 
Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise, 
Words of life and joy and peace— 

Never void to Him returning, 
Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 

Hearken to the Lord whose coming 
Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers 
He in glory shall descend. 

Soon the night, the final harvest; 
Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered 
Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 

Text (st. 1): Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110005093 

SERMON:   “Called”  (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” (LSB, #589 sts. 1) 

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, 
Let Your Word to me come near; 
Newborn life and spirit give me, 
Let each promise still my fear. 

Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, 
Wars against Your Word of life; 



Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor 
That I cling to You forever! 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION: (Numbers 6:24-26) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”  (LSB, #830 sts. 1, 5-6) 

Spread the reign of God the Lord, 
Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev’rywhere His creatures call 
To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 

Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 



For the work there is to do! 
 

Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Public domain 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
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