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WELCOME 

TEMPLE TALK:  Vicar John Cotner 
“Medicare and Medicaid: What You Need to Know” - June 2, 2021 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”  (Lutheran Service Book, #650) 

Holy Spirit, ever dwelling 
In the holiest realms of light; 

Holy Spirit, ever brooding 
O’er a world of gloom and night; 

Holy Spirit, ever raising 
Those of earth to thrones on high; 

Living, life-imparting Spirit, 
You we praise and magnify. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever living 
As the Church’s very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 

 Through us in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 

In the Church the mind of Christ: 
You we praise with endless worship 
For Your gifts and fruits unpriced. 

 

Holy Spirit, ever working 
Through the Church’s ministry; 

Quick’ning, strength’ning, and absolving, 
Setting captive sinners free; 



Holy Spirit, ever binding 
Age to age and soul to soul 

In communion never ending, 
You we worship and extol. 

Text: Public domain 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: On the first Christian Pentecost Day, fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead, 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on the believers in Jerusalem. This was not a 
one-time outpouring. God continues to give the gift of the Holy Spirit through 
the outpouring of the water and the words of Holy Baptism. It is here that 
God puts His name on us and makes us children of God. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: But my brothers and sisters in Christ, if we are honest with ourselves, we do 
not always live like children of God. So, let us confess our sins to God, our 
merciful Father, asking Him to forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in His will and walk in His ways to the glory of His holy name. 

 Merciful Father, 
People: we confess that we have not lived as Your children ought to live. All too 

often we have been selfish and ignored You and our neighbor, seeking 
instead what is pleasing to us. We are not worthy to be called Your 
children, but for the sake of our brother Jesus Christ, we are bold to ask 
for forgiveness. 

Pastor: Out of His great love and mercy, God has heard our prayer. He sent His Son 
into our world to live as one of us, to die in our place, and to rise again to 
give us new life. In His name and at His command, I, as your pastor, am 
privileged today to announce to you that all your sins are forgiven in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 O Holy Spirit, Lord and giver of life, breath Your life into our dry bones and 

into all Your Church. Satisfy our thirst with the living water that flows from 



our Lord Jesus Christ, and channel those streams through us to everyone who 
is thirsty. 

People: For He lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And He led me around 
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 
behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And 
I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” Then He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, 
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay 
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I 
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and 
raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O My people. And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and 
I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE READING:   Acts 2:1–21 

 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them 
and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, 
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed 
and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own 
tongues the mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men 
of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my 
words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 
the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 
that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh, 
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
 and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on My male servants and female servants 
 in those days I will pour out My Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above 
 and signs on the earth below, 
  blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
the sun shall be turned to darkness 
 and the moon to blood, 
  before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 

And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.’” 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 



People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 

   [Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness about Me. And you 
also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. . . . 

 “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
now I am going to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. Nevertheless, 
I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He 
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the 
Father, and you will see Me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this 
world is judged. 

  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His 
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it 
to you. All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take what is Mine 
and declare it to you.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Third Article of the Apostles’ 

Creed and its explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism: 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:   

Pastor: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



 What does this mean? 
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, 

my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. 

 In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins 
of all believers. 

 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to 
me and all believers in Christ. 

 This is most certainly true. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 

HYMN:   “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” (LSB, #913) 

O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Your work begin, 
Your dwelling place now make us. 

Sun of the soul, O Light divine, 
Around and in us brightly shine, 

To joy and gladness wake us 
  That we may be 

Truly living, 
To You giving 

Prayer unceasing 
And in love be still increasing. 

 

 Give to Your Word impressive pow’r, 
That in our hearts from this good hour 

As fire it may be glowing, 
That in true Christian unity 

We faithful witnesses may be, 



Your glory ever showing. 
Hear us, cheer us 
By Your teaching; 
Let our preaching 

And our labor 
Praise You, Lord, and serve our neighbor. 

 

O mighty Rock, O Source of life, 
Let Your dear Word, in doubt and strife, 

In us be strongly burning 
That we be faithful unto death 
And live in love and holy faith, 

From You true wisdom learning. 
Your grace and peace 

On us shower; 
By Your power 

Christ confessing, 
Let us see our Savior’s blessing. 

Text: Public domain 

SERMON:   “The Advantage Announced in Advance”  (John 16:4b-11) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Now Thank We All Our God” (LSB, #895 sts. 2) 

Oh, may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 
And blessèd peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 
And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next! 



Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMON DISMISSAL: 

Pastor:  Now may this true body and blood our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in faith unto life everlasting. 

People:  Amen. 

BENEDICTION: 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Rise, Shine, You People”  (LSB, #825, sts. 1, 2, 4) 

Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 
Our human story; God in Him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
With grace unbounded. 

 
 



See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 
Now are forgiven. 

 

Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 
His new creation. 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

DISMISSAL: 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 

Proclaimer  –  Rev. Walt Pohland 
Liturgist  –  Rev. Bill Crowe 

Musicians: 
Adam Perez and Hannah Loesch 

Organist: Leland Frese 

 Lay Readers: 
Online Reader – Nicky Shepherd 


