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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

EASTER ACCLAMATION: 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: Since we are gathered together to hear God’s Word, to call upon Him in 
prayer, and to receive the body and blood of Christ, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that by our own strength we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Therefore, let us take refuge in God’s infinite mercy, seeking 
and imploring His grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ and say:  

People: God be merciful to me, a poor, sinful being, forgive me, and lead me to life 
everlasting.  

Pastor: By virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, and in 
the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I announce the grace 
of God to you that all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Jesus said, “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know 
what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from My Father I have made known to you.” 



People: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  (Lutheran Service Book, #770) 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: Risen and ascended Lord, while we were still in our sins You chose us, laid 

down Your life for us, and called us friends. By Your great love for us, 
inspire us to love one another and to go out into the world to bear fruit 



according to Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

THE FIRST READING:   Acts 10:34–48 

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every nation anyone who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him. As 
for the word that He sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ 
(He is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning 
from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. And we are witnesses of all 
that He did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put Him to death by 
hanging Him on a tree, but God raised Him on the third day and made Him to appear, 
not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with Him after He rose from the dead. And He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that He is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 
the dead. To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in Him 
receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 

 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For 
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   1 John 5:1–8 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey His commandments. For this is the love of 
God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 
For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 



 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the 
truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these 
three agree. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   John 15:9–17 

  [Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Abide in My love. If 
you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

  “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. You are My 
friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose 
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 
abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, He may give it to you. These 
things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Apostles' Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 



ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The Children’s Message will return to its regularly scheduled place when we are able 
to increase the length of the worship service. Until then, it is available online at 
www.flcms.org/index.php/media/sermons. 

HYMN:   “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” (LSB, #844 sts. 1-4) 

Lord of all nations, grant me grace 
To love all people, ev’ry race; 
And in each person may I see 

My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 
 

Break down the wall that would divide 
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 

My neighbor’s good let me pursue; 
Let Christian love bind warm and true. 

 

Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred 
By loveless act and thoughtless word. 

Make me to see the wrong I do 
Will grieve my wounded Lord anew. 

 

Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak 
Whenever strong oppress the weak. 

Should I myself the victim be, 
Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee. 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

SERMON:   “Victorious by Faith in Christ”  (1 John 5:4-5) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 



consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “O Sing to the Lord” (LSB, #808 sts. 1, 5) 

O sing to the Lord, 
O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 
O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 
O sing God a new song. 

O sing to our God, 
O sing to our God. 

 

For Jesus is Lord! 
Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 
Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 
Amen! Alleluia! 

O sing to our God, 
O sing to our God. 

Text: © Gerhard Cartford. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

EASTER GREETING: 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

BENEDICTION: 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  (LSB, #700) 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 

Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 

Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 



Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then Thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Public domain 

DISMISSAL: 

Please be seated 
and kindly wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

 
† † † 

Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
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