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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 130:1-4, 7-8 

Pastor: Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD!  
People: O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas 

for mercy!  

Pastor: If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  
People: But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. I wait for the 

LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 

Pastor: O [people of God], hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast 
love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

People: And He will redeem [us] from all [our] iniquities. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: God has indeed promised forgiveness to those who fear Him and put their 
hope in Him. So, let us now humble ourselves before our merciful God and 
confess our sins to Him, asking Him to renew us today so that we may love 
Him and live to the glory of His holy name through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Lord God almighty, 
People: we now confess before You, before the whole company of heaven, and 

before each other that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. Dear 
Lord, have mercy on us, forgive us, and renew us so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: St. Paul reminds us, “We do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.” It is my joy today, as a 



called and ordained servant of the Word, to announce to you that God has 
heard your confession, and for Jesus’ sake, all your sins are forgiven in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus triumphed over the prince of 

demons and freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to stand firm against 
every assault of Satan, and enable us always to do Your will; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense”  (LSB, #741, Sts. 1-2, 7-8) 

Jesus Christ, my sure defense 
And my Savior, now is living! 
Knowing this, my confidence 

Rests upon the hope here given, 
Though the night of death be fraught 
Still with many_an anxious thought. 

 

Jesus, my Redeemer, lives; 
Likewise I to life shall waken. 
He will bring me where He is; 

Shall my courage then be shaken? 
Shall I fear, or could the Head 

Rise and leave His members dead? 
 

Laugh to scorn the gloomy grave 
And at death no longer tremble; 
He, the Lord, who came to save 
Will at last His own assemble. 

They will go their Lord to meet, 
Treading death beneath their feet. 

 
 
 
 
 



O, then, draw away your hearts 
    From all pleasures base and hollow; 

Strive to share what He imparts 
While you here His footsteps follow. 

As you now still wait to rise, 
Fix your hearts beyond the skies! 

Text: Public domain 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 3:8–15 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
And he said, “I heard the sound of You in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said 
to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
deceived me, and I ate.” 

The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
 cursed are you above all livestock 
 and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
 and dust you shall eat 
 all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
 and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 

 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that He who 
raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His presence. 



For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature 
is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal. 

 For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 3rd chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Mark 3:20–35 

  Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even 
eat. And when His family heard it, they went out to seize Him, for they were saying, “He 
is out of His mind.” 

 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by 
Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons He casts out the demons.” And He called them 
to Him and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, 
that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may 
plunder his house. 

  “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an unclean 
spirit.” 

 And His mother and His brothers came, and standing outside they sent to Him and 
called Him. And a crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Your mother 
and your brothers are outside, seeking You.” And He answered them, “Who are My 



mother and My brothers?” And looking about at those who sat around Him, He said, 
“Here are My mother and My brothers! Whoever does the will of God, he is My brother 
and sister and mother.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 
Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Apostles' Creed 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

HYMN:   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (LSB, #733 Sts. 1-2, 5-6) 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home: 

 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

And our defense is sure. 
 

 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 



Text: Public domain 

SERMON:   “From Pandemic to Paradise”  (2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1) 

OFFERTORY: 

While the Coronavirus may have changed the way we come through the front doors of 
church, thanks be to God it has not prevented us from coming to Church! Please 
consider, as you are able, returning thanks and giving today 
at www.flcms.org/index.php/give. 

OFFERTORY HYMN:   “Praise to You and Adoration” (LSB, #692 Sts. 1) 

Praise to You and adoration, 
Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, 
Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may 
From Your fold or pastures stray, 
But with zeal and joy exceeding 

Follow where Your steps are leading. 
Text: Public domain 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs: 

 

Following each petition: 

Pastor:   Lord, in Your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer. 

Following the final petition: 

Pastor: For these and all other concerns we have; we pray as You have taught us to 
pray: 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 



temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

BENEDICTION: 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Have No Fear, Little Flock”  (LSB, #735) 

Have no fear, little flock; 
Have no fear, little flock, 

For the Father has chosen 
To give you the Kingdom; 
Have no fear, little flock! 

 

Have good cheer, little flock; 
Have good cheer, little flock, 
For the Father will keep you 

In His love forever; 
Have good cheer, little flock! 

 

Praise the Lord high above; 
Praise the Lord high above, 

For He stoops down to heal you, 
Uplift and restore you; 

Praise the Lord high above! 
 

Thankful hearts raise to God; 
Thankful hearts raise to God, 
For He stays close beside you, 
In all things works with you; 

Thankful hearts raise to God! 
Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

DISMISSAL: 

† † † 
Go in peace and serve the Lord! 
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