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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Vicar: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 130:1-4, 6, 8 

Vicar: Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD! 
People:    O LORD, hear my voice!  Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas 

for mercy! 

Vicar:  If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O LORD, who could stand? 
People:   But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 

Vicar:  My soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen for the morning, more than 
watchmen for the morning. 

People:   And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities 

Vicar:    Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   

OPENING HYMN:   “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  (Lutheran Service Book, #611, v 1-2, 4-5) 

Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 
 

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 



Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 
 

Chief of sinners though I be, 
Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 

O my Savior, help afford 
By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

Text: Public domain 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: LSB, page 167, absolution—right column 

Vicar:    Friends in Christ, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Vicar: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen.  

Vicar: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ 
He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them 
the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it 
to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  



People: Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Vicar: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Vicar: Let us pray: 
People: Knowing Your cross and tomb, Lord Jesus, we know both the reality of sin 

and the certainty of resurrection. Since in grace You have promised to raise  
beyond the grave all who believe in You, prompt us  by Your Spirit to lead 
lives of discipleship that despite the troubles and fears of this world stride 
confidently and expectantly toward heaven, where You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And He led me around 
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and 
behold, they were very dry. And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And 
I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” Then He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, 
and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay 
sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I 
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and 



raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O My people. And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and 
I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

RESPONSORY:  Psalm 130:7 

Lector: O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
People:  For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful 

redemption. 

EPISTLE READING:   Romans 8:1–11 

 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, in order 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the 
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him. But if 
Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of Him Who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
Who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit who dwells in you. 

RESPONSORY:  Psalm 130:5 

Lector:   I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
People:   and in His word I hope. 

 

Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 



GOSPEL READING:   John 11:1–53 

  Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her 
hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, he whom 
You love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is 
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when He heard that Lazarus 
was ill, He stayed two days longer in the place where He was. Then after this He said to 
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were 
just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.” After saying these things, He said to them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that He meant taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, and 
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.” So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” 

 Now when Jesus came, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. So when Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. But 
even now I know that whatever You ask from God, God will give You.” Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe 
that You are the Christ, the Son of God, Who is coming into the world.” 

 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went 
to Him. Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where 
Martha had met Him. When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw Him, she 
fell at his feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 



died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, 
He was deeply moved in His spirit and greatly troubled. And He said, “Where have you 
laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See 
how He loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not He Who opened the eyes of the 
blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 

 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said 
to Him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You 
that You have heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me, but I said this on account of 
the people standing around, that they may believe that You sent Me.” When He had 
said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had 
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what He did, 
believed in Him, but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, “What are 
we to do? For this Man performs many signs. If we let Him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 
But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one Man should die 
for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” He did not say this of his own 
accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are 
scattered abroad. So from that day on they made plans to put Him to death. 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Apostles' Creed. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 



ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN:   “It Is Not Death to Die” (The Lutheran Hymnal, #602; melody: Energy) 

It is not death to die, 
To leave this weary road, 

And midst the brotherhood on high 
To be at home with God. 

 

 It is not death to close 
The eye long dimmed by tears 
And wake in glorious repose 

To spend eternal years. 
 

 It is not death to bear 
The wrench that sets us free 

From dungeon chain, to breathe the air 
Of boundless liberty. 

 

 It is not death to fling 
Aside this sinful dust 

And rise, on strong, exulting wing 
To live among the just. 

 

Jesus, Great Prince of Life, 
Your chosen cannot die: 

Like You, they conquer in the strife 
To reign with You on high. 

H. A. César Malan (1832, ab.). Tr., George W. Bethune, 1847, alt.  Text and music public domain. 



SERMON:   “Glory from Illness and Life from Death”  (John 11:1-4) 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  (11:00am) 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 
life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared  
to celebrate Easter with joy and gratitude. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:  

SANCTUS 

 



 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.  This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen.  

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 



 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

  The Lord’s Supper will be distributed at the altar rail. Please follow 
the ushers’ directions.  

DISTRIBUTION SONG:   “King of Kings”  

In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope without light 

Till from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 
To fulfil the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 
 

Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory 

Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of kings 

 

To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the cross 

For even in Your suffering 
You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 
Jesus for our sake You died 

 

Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 



Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory 

Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of kings 

 

And the morning that You rose 
All of heaven held its breath 

Till that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 
 

And the Church of Christ was born 
Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this Gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel shall not faint 
By His blood and in His Name 

In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ 
Who has resurrected me 

 

Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory 

Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of kings 

CCLI Song # 7127647. Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood. © 2019 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC). So Essential Tunes (Admin. 

by Essential Music Publishing LLC). For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1718515 

DISTRIBUTION SONG:   “Behold the Lamb”  

See Him there, the great I Am, 
A crown of thorns upon His head. 

The Father's heart displayed for us. 
O God, we thank You for the cross. 

 



Lifted up on Calv'ry's hill, 
We cursed Your name and even still 

You bore our shame and paid the cost. 
O God, we thank You for the cross. 

  

Behold the Lamb, the story of redemption 
Written on His hands. 

Jesus, You will reign forevermore! 
The victory is Yours! 
We sing Your praise, 

Endless hallelujahs to Your holy name. 
Jesus, You will reign forevermore! 

The victory is Yours! 
 

Offer up this sacrifice. 
For ev'ry sin our Savior died. 

The Lord of Life can't be contained. 
Our God has risen from the grave. 

 

Behold the Lamb, the story of redemption 
Written on His hands. 

Jesus, You will reign forevermore! 
The victory is Yours! 
We sing Your praise, 

Endless hallelujahs to Your holy name. 
Jesus, You will reign forevermore! 

The victory is Yours! 
 

When the age of death is done, 
We'll see Your face bright as the sun. 
We'll bow before the King of kings. 

O God forever we will sing. 
O God forever we will sing 

CCLI Song # 7122996 
© 2019 Kristian Stanfill Publishing Designee (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Phil Wickham Music (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) 
Simply Global Songs (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) 

Sing My Songs (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 1718515 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “Thanks to Thee, O Christ Victorious” (LSB, #548) 

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! 
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 

Death hath now no power o’er us, 
Thou hast conquered in the strife. 
Thanks because Thou didst arise 

And hast opened paradise! 
None can fully sing the glory 

Of the resurrection story. 
 

Thou hast died for my transgression, 
All my sins on Thee were laid; 

Thou hast won for me salvation, 
On the cross my debt was paid. 

From the grave I shall arise 
And shall meet Thee in the skies. 

Death itself is transitory; 
I shall lift my head in glory. 

 

For the joy Thine advent gave me, 
For Thy holy, precious Word; 

For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, 
For Thy blest Communion board; 
For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 

For Thy resurrection morn, 
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 
And in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “Lord Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” (LSB, #625) 

Lord Jesus Christ, life-giving bread, 
May I in grace possess You. 

Let me with holy food be fed, 
In hunger I address You. 

Prepare me well for You, O Lord, 
And, humbly by my prayer implored, 

Give me Your grace and mercy. 
 

  



To pastures green, Lord, safely guide, 
To restful waters lead me; 

Your table well for me provide, 
Your wounded hand now feed me. 

Though weary, sinful, sick, and weak, 
Refuge in You alone I seek, 

To share Your cup of healing. 
 

O bread of heav’n, my soul’s delight, 
For full and free remission 

I come with prayer before Your sight 
In sorrow and contrition. 

Your righteousness, Lord, cover me 
That I receive You worthily, 
Assured of Your full pardon. 

 

I do not merit favor, Lord, 
My weight of sin would break me; 

In all my guilty heart’s discord, 
O Lord, do not forsake me. 

In my distress this comforts me 
That You receive me graciously, 

O Christ, my Lord of mercy! 
Text: Public domain 

COMMON DISMISSAL: 

Vicar:  Now may this true body and blood our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in faith unto life everlasting. 

People:  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Vicar: Let us pray: 
People:    On the cross, Lord Jesus, You laid down Your life for us; now, beyond the 

tomb, You share it with us in bread and wine consecrated by Your word.  
Before Your death and burial You promised to raise up on the last day all 
who feast on You in faith. We rejoice to know You as the Resurrection and 
the Life, and we pray for the aid of Your Spirit in making You known to 
others that they too may dwell with You in everlasting glory; for You live 



and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

BENEDICTION:   (Numbers 6:24-26) 

Vicar: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   

People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life”  (LSB, #552, verses 1, 9, 10, and 
4; melody: “All Saints New”) 

O Christ, who shared our mortal life 
And ended death’s long reign, 

Who healed the sick and raised the dead 
And bore our grief and pain: 

We know our years on earth are few, 
That death is always near. 

Come now to us, O Lord of Life; 
Bring hope that conquers fear! 

 

 Raising of Lazarus  
Two weeping sisters, worn by grief 

And mired in depths of gloom, 
Stood watching where their brother lay 

Within a rock-sealed tomb. 
When, Lord, You met them as they mourned, 

You wept compassion’s tear. 
But Martha, sore with sorrow, said, 

“He’d lived had You been here!” 
 

 “I am the Lord of life and death!” 
You answered Martha’s cry, 

“And all who hear and trust My Word 
Shall live, although they die!” 

You walked the path to Laz’rus’ tomb, 
You called him forth by name, 
And living, loving once again, 
From death to life he came! 

 

  



Death’s power holds us still in thrall 
And bears us toward the tomb. 

Death’s dark’ning cloud hangs like a pall 
That threatens earth with doom. 

But You have broken death’s embrace 
And torn away its sting. 

Restore to life our mortal race! 
Raise us, O Risen King! 

Text: © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

DISMISSAL: 

† † † 
Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 
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