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WELCOME 

INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

EASTER ACCLAMATION: 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Psalm 150 

Pastor: Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty 
heavens! 

People:  Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him according to His excellent 
greatness! 

Pastor:  Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with lute and harp! 
People:   Praise Him with tambourine and dance; praise Him with strings and pipe! 

Pastor:  Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him with loud clashing cymbals! 
People:  Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD! 

Pastor:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
People:   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN:   “Thine Is the Glory, Risen, Conquering Son”  (Ambassador Hymnal, #98) 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won; 
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son, 



endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won. 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 
life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife, 

make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love; 
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won. 

Ambassador Hymnal. Translator: Richard Birch Hoyle; Author: Edmond Budry (1904) Tune: JUDAS MACCABEUS 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: Beloved, since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor:    Almighty God, in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:    Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray: 



People: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 
we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where 
true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

THE FIRST READING:   Acts 8:26–40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, 
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep He was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so He opens not His mouth. 
In His humiliation justice was denied Him. 
 Who can describe His generation? 
  For His life is taken away from the earth.” 

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



EPISTLE READING:   1 John 4 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit 
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. Little children, 
you are from God and have overcome them, for He Who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error. 

 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only 
Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. 

 By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His 
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of 
the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 
in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love 
perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as 
He is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. 
For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 
We love because He first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, 
he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God 
Whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from Him: whoever loves God 
must also love his brother. 

Lector:   This is the word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 



GOSPEL READING:   John 15:1–8 

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of 
Mine that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit He 
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I 
have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me he is thrown away 
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove 
to be My disciples.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 

 

Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Apostles' Creed. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen! 

HYMN:   “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” (LSB, #844) 

Lord of all nations, grant me grace 
To love all people, ev’ry race; 
And in each person may I see 

My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 
  

  



Break down the wall that would divide 
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 

My neighbor’s good let me pursue; 
Let Christian love bind warm and true. 

  

Forgive me, Lord, where I have erred 
By loveless act and thoughtless word. 

Make me to see the wrong I do 
Will grieve my wounded Lord anew. 

  

Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak 
Whenever strong oppress the weak. 

Should I myself the victim be, 
Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee. 

  

With Thine own love may I be filled 
And by Thy Holy Spirit willed, 
That all I touch, where’er I be, 

May be divinely touched by Thee. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

SERMON:   “God Delights in the “Different””  (Acts 8:26–40) 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 



Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 
especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, Who was sacrificed for us 
and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has destroyed death, and by 
His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.”  

  



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.  This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen.  

AGNUS DEI 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION  

  The Lord’s Supper will be distributed at the altar rail. Please follow 
the ushers’ directions.  

  



DISTRIBUTION SONG:   “O Come to the Altar”  

Are you hurting and broken within, 
Overwhelmed, by the weight of your sin? 

Jesus is calling. 
Have you come to the end of yourself, 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well? 

Jesus is calling. 
 

O come to the altar;  
The Father's arms are open wide. 

Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes. 
Come today; there's no reason to wait. 

Jesus is calling. 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy; 

From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling. 

 

O come to the altar; 
The Father's arms are open wide. 

Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

(Repeat) 
 

Oh, what a Savior, isn’t He wonderful; 
Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. 

Bow down before Him, for He is Lord of all; 
Sing alleluia, Christ is risen. 

 

O come to the altar; 
The Father's arms are open wide. 

Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown; 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found. 

©  2015 Music by Elevation Worship Publishing  (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission:  CCLI #1718515 

  



DISTRIBUTION SONG:   “Great Are You Lord”  

You give life.  You are love. 
You bring light to the darkness. 

You give hope.  You restore ev'ry heart that is broken. 
And great are You, Lord 

 

It's Your breath in our lungs, 
So we pour out our praise, 

We pour out our praise. 
It's Your breath in our lungs, 

So we pour out our praise to You only. 
 

You give life.  You are love. 
You bring light to the darkness. 

You give hope.  You restore ev'ry heart that is broken. 
And great are You, Lord 

 

It's Your breath in our lungs, 
So we pour out our praise, 

We pour out our praise. 
It's Your breath in our lungs, 

So we pour out our praise to You only. 
 

And all the earth will shout Your praise. 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 

“Great are You, Lord!” 
(Repeat 2X) 

 

It's Your breath in our lungs, 
So we pour out our praise, 

We pour out our praise. 
It's Your breath in our lungs, 

So we pour out our praise to You only. 
©  2012Integrity's Alleluia! Music   and   Integrity's Praise! Music 

(Both Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 
Open Hands Music   and   So Essential Tunes(Both Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 

All Rights Reserved.  Used by permission:  CCLI #1718515 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” (LSB, #631) 

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things unseen; 

Here grasp with firmer hand the_eternal grace, 
And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 

  

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heav’n; 

Here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv’n. 

  

This is the hour of banquet and of song; 
This is the heav’nly table spread for me; 

Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong 
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee. 

  

I have no help but Thine; nor do I need 
Another arm but Thine to lean upon. 
It is enough, my Lord, enough indeed; 

My strength is in Thy might, Thy might alone. 
  

Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 

Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

  

Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 

Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 
  

Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text: Public domain 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMN:   “What Is This Bread” (LSB, #629) 

What is this bread? 
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 

This bread we break, 
This life we take, 

Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 

  

What is this wine? 
The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 

The cup of grace 
Brings His embrace 

Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 

  

So who am I, 
That I should live and He should die 

Under the rod? 
My God, my God, 

Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 

  

Yet is God here? 
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 

In mouth and soul 
He makes us whole— 

Christ, truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 

  

Is this for me? 
I am forgiven and set free! 

I do believe 
That I receive 

His very body and His blood. 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

Text: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

  



COMMON DISMISSAL: 

Pastor:  Now may this true body and blood our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in faith unto life everlasting. 

People:  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray: 
People: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

FAREWELL & GODSPEED FOR JONATHAN LOESCH 

EASTER ACCLAMATION: 

Pastor: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 

BENEDICTION:   (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

Pastor: May the God of peace, Who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing His will,  

People: and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to 
Whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:   “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”  (LSB, #919) 

Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
Among us with Your grace 

That Satan may not harm us 
Nor we to sin give place. 

  

  



Abide, O dear Redeemer, 
Among us with Your Word, 

And thus now and hereafter 
True peace and joy afford. 

  

Abide with heav’nly brightness 
Among us, precious Light; 

Your truth direct and keep us 
From error’s gloomy night. 

  

Abide with richest blessings 
Among us, bounteous Lord; 
Let us in grace and wisdom 

Grow daily through Your Word. 
  

Abide with Your protection 
Among us, Lord, our strength, 

Lest world and Satan fell us 
And overcome at length. 

  

Abide, O faithful Savior, 
Among us with Your love; 

Grant steadfastness and help us 
To reach our home above. 

Text: Public domain 

DISMISSAL: 

† † † 
Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 

Liturgist:  Rev. Walt Pohland 
Proclaimer: Rev. Dr. Jim Marriott 

Musicians: Adam Perez and Austin Angerman 
Organist (8:15): Adam Perez 

Organist (11): Rev. Dr. Jim Marriott 

8:15 Lay Reader: Alicia Garcia 
11:00 Lay Reader: Dolores Karkoska 

Children’s Message: DCE Jonathan Loesch 


