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WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN:   “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”  (Lutheran Service Book, #545) 

Word of God, come down on earth, 
Living rain from heav’n descending; 
Touch our hearts and bring to birth 
Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere You; 
Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

  

Word eternal, throned on high, 
Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die, 
Crucified for our salvation, 

Saving Word, the world restoring, 
Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

  

Word that caused blind eyes to see, 
Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 

Deaf we are: our healer be; 
Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 

Be our Word in pity spoken, 
Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

  

Word that speaks God’s tender love, 
One with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above, 
God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 
Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

Text: © 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 



INVOCATION: 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION: 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: O Lord, grant us the Spirit to hear Your Word and know the one thing 

needful that by Your Word and Spirit we may live according to Your will; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE:   “This is the Feast”  (Lutheran Service Book, p.155) 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN:   “We Sing the Almighty Power of God”  (Lutheran Worship, #441) 

We sing th'almighty pow'r of God, 
Who bade the mountains rise, 

Who spread the flowing seas abroad 
And built the lofty skies. 

 

We sing the wisdom that ordained 
The sun to rule the day; 

The moon shines too at his command, 
And all the stars obey. 

 

We sing the goodness of the Lord, 
Who fills the earth with food, 

Who formed his creatures by a word 
And then pronounced them good. 

 

  



Lord, how your wonders are displayed 
Each time we turn our eyes 

To view the ground on which we tread 
Or gaze up at the skies! 

 

There's not a plant or flow'r below 
But makes your glories known; 

And clouds arise and tempests blow 
By order from your throne. 

 

Lord, nothing is too hard for You, 
No task exceeds Your might. 

Dispel our doubt, our hope renew: 
Your Word be our delight! 

Text: Public domain 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 18:1–14 

  The Lord appeared to [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his 
tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men 
were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet 
them and bowed himself to the earth and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your 
sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh 
yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So 
they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and 
said, “Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to 
the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it 
quickly. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” The 
Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall 
have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. So 
Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have 
pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear 
a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I 
will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 

  



Lector: This is the word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:   Colossians 1:21–29 

 You, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless 
and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, 
not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in 
all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, 
to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but 
now revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that 
we may present everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. 

Lector:   This is the word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

Lector:   Please rise, as you are able. 

Lector:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 10th chapter: 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord! 

GOSPEL READING:   Luke 10:38–42 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 
feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she 
went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve 
alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen 
the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

Lector:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
People:   Praise to You, O Christ! 



Lector:   We confess together our Christian faith, using the Nicene Creed. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  
 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 
to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen! 

SERMON:   “Great Question!”  (Genesis 18:14) 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Liturgist:  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 
mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and 
for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 



Liturgist: For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare 
of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for 
all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 
orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: For . . . [additional bids for prayer] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. 

Liturgist: Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh 
and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose 



from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for 
You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS (p.161) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 
our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 
the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Pastor: Lord, remember us is Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION:  

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night in which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  

  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My blood, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sin. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”  

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen.  

AGNUS DEI (p.163)  

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

DISTRIBUTION  

  The Lord’s Supper will be distributed at the altar rail. Please follow 
the ushers’ directions.  

DISTRIBUTION SONG:   “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” (LSB #618) 

I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 
For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 
To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

  

Refrain  
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 
Be for my soul the highest good! 

  

Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 
That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 
So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

  

  



Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 
Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 
For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

  

Weary am I and heavy laden; 
With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 
Receive me graciously and gladden 

My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 
  

What higher gift can we inherit? 
It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 
The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005093 

DISTRIBUTION HANDBELLS:   “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” From LSB #575 

DISTRIBUTION HANDBELLS:   “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” From LSB #729 

DISTRIBUTION HANDBELLS:   “How Can I Keep From Singing”  

DISTRIBUTION HANDBELLS:   “Your Table I Approach” From LSB #628 

DISTRIBUTION HANDBELLS:   “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” From LSB #637 

COMMON DISMISSAL: 

Pastor:  Now may this true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in faith unto life everlasting. 

People:  Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
People: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



BENEDICTION:   (Numbers 6:24-26) 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you and 
be gracious to you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

People: Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

DISMISSAL 

† † † 
Go in peace and serve the Lord! 

 
 
 
 

In Christian Service: 

All disciples of the Lord Jesus 
with 

Liturgist & Proclaimer:  Rev. Walt Pohland 

Faith Lutheran Handbell Ensemble, Director: Joyce Best 
Organist: Karen Darby 

8:15 Lay Reader: Joanna Roche 
11:00 Lay Reader: George Moore 

Children’s Message: Allyssa Biedinger 


